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Open letter to the soldiers of the Korean People’s Army mobilized for Russia’s
unjustifiable war of aggression
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Comrades, have you thought about why you are in Russia’s border region of
Kursk, thousands of kilometers away from the fatherland, wearing the military
uniforms of the Russian forces, commanded by Russian officers and being
ordered to charge against the Ukrainian forces? Have you thought about why the
Ukrainian soldiers that you are pointing your guns at are fighting with Russia
now?
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The Ukrainian people, like the Korean people, have groaned under foreign
domination for centuries, including the Russian empire, and finally became an
independent state with the dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
in 1991. However, Russian President Vladimir Putin, who was not happy with the
independent line pursued by Ukraine which regained independence with great
difficulty, first occupied the Crimean Peninsula by force and coaxed the
separatists in the eastern region to start a civil war in 2014 and then launched a
full-scale invasion to swallow up the whole of Ukraine in February 2022.
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When the full-scale war began in February 2022, Russia’s population was 147.2
million while Ukraine’s was 41 million. The Russian forces had 900,000 regular
soldiers, 2 million reservists, 12,240 tanks, 7,571 artillery pieces, 1,511 fighter
jets, 544 attack helicopters. Opposing them, the Ukrainian forces only had
200,000 regular soldiers, 900,000 reservists, 2,596 tanks, 2,040 artillery pieces,
98 fighter jets and 34 attack helicopters.
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Everyone predicted an easy victory for Russia, but Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy refused to run and remained in the capital Kyiv. Because of the heroic
struggle and sacrifice made by the patriotic people of Ukraine, united under
President Zelenskyy’s leadership, in defense of their country and nation, the

Russians forces continue to struggle in the battlefield for almost 3 years now.
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As the resistance of the Ukrainian people continue despite the Russian offensive
utilizing its massive quantitative superiority, the Russian forces have resorted to
repeated atrocities such as massacring Ukrainians and indiscriminately bombing
schools and hospitals that have nothing to do with the war. Nevertheless, as the
Ukrainian people’s resolve to fight remain unbowed resulting in mounting
casualties on the Russian side and as even the Russian people become reluctant
to shed their own blood in the unjustifiable war of aggression and war crimes, a
desperate President Putin has turned to North Korea, which he has not even
visited for 24 years, for help.
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Comrades, are you not serving patriotically as soldiers to defend the fatherland
and nation from foreign domination despite the tough training and hunger? But
what harm has the Ukrainian people ever done to the Korean people?
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So why are you pointing your guns at the innocent Ukrainian people who are
fighting to defend their fatherland and nation from foreign domination? Why are
you rushing into battles that even the Russian people are avoiding under the
command of Russian officers to give up your lives for nothing?
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It is still not too late. Lay down your weapons and stand on the side of justice.
The Ukrainian people have shown magnanimity even to the Russian soldiers who
have murdered countless Ukrainians and turned the country into rubbles once
they lay down their weapons and expressed contrition, safely protecting them.
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Exercise your own judgment in choosing whether to become the lonely spirits
without descendants to look after your grave far away from home in alien
mountains and waters for Russia’s unjustifiable war of aggression; or to side with
the Ukrainian people who are giving up everything against the Russian invaders.
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Justice For North Korea
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Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG)



