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® Roberta Cohen, “Can the UN Secretary-General Help the 2,000 North Koreans Detained in China? With every reason to believe
North Koreans would face persecution and torture back home, the U.N. must take a stronger stance on China’s repatriation of North
Korean refugees” (July 5, 2023), https://thediplomat.com/2023/07/can-the-un-secretary-general-help-the-2000-north-koreans-
detained-in-china (“Indeed, Guterres would do well to reveal that UNHCR staff, when allowed access to the China-North Korea
border in the mid 1990s, classified starving North Koreans as refugees, because they were subject to North Korea’s politically
discriminatory food distribution policies.

? Anténio Guterres, “Statement to media by Mr. Ant6nio Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, on the
conclusion of his Mission to the People's Republic of China, Beijing, 23 March 2006 (23 March 2006),
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/statement-media-mr-antonio-guterres-united-nations-high-commissioner-refugees

1 UNHCR, “UNHCR chief calls on states to respect non-refoulement after North Koreans deported from Laos” (30 May 2013),
https://www.unhcr.org/news/news-releases/unhcr-chief-calls-states-respect-non-refoulement-after-north-koreans-deported

" Joint allegation letter to China by Tomés Ojea Quintana, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea; Miriam Estrada-Castillo, Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; and Nils Melzer,
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, JAL CHN 8/2021, August 23, 2021,
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/Downl.oadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=26571 (accessed September 5, 2023).

12 Joint allegation letter to China by Matthew Gillett, Vice-Chair on Communications of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;
Elizabeth Salmon, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Aua Baldé,
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; Felipe Gonzalez Morales, Special Rapporteur on
the human rights of migrants; Reem Alsalem, Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, its causes and consequences;
Dorothy Estrada-Tanck, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, JAL CHN 9/2023, 18

July 2023, https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=28210 (accessed September 5,
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13 Open Joint Letter to President Xi Jinping re: China’s Forcible Repatriation of North Korean Refugees (September 21, 2023),
https://www.hrw.org/mews/2023/09/21/letter-human-rights-watch-president-xi-jinping (accessed November 7, 2023).

* Human Rights Watch (HRW), “China Forcibly Returns More than 500 to North Korea: Returnees, Mostly Women, Face Torture,

Sexual Abuse, Forced Labor” (October 12, 2023), https://www.hrw.org/mews/2023/10/12/china-forcibly-returns-more-500-north-
korea (accessed November 7, 2023).

> OHCHR, “China must not forcibly repatriate North Korean escapees: UN experts” (17 October 2023),
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/10/china-must-not-forcibly-repatriate-north-korean-escapees-un-experts (accessed
November 7, 2023).
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